Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 LONDON 01395 281719Z 

47 S 

ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO NEAE-00 SS-15 SSO-OO SAM-01 SP-02 

INR-07 INRE-00 PM-04 NSC-05 NSCE-00 DODE-OO CIAE-00 

/057 W 

068215 

O R 281714Z IAN 76 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8498 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

SECRET LONDON 01395 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PINT, PFOR, US, LE 

SUBJECT: LEBANESE ARMS CONTROL 

REF: (A) STATE 20511 (NOTAL); (B) LONDON 1339 

1 . STATE REFTEL CROSSED LONDON 1339 AND ARRIVED MORNING 
JANUARY 28, BY WHICH TIME FCO'S WHEELER WAS ALREADY IN 
LUXEMBOURG WITH HIS INSTRUCTIONS FOR OPENING OF CONFER- 
ENCE. PER STATE REFTEL WE INFORMED WHEELER'S CHIEF, 

URWICK, OF US POSITION THAT LAST WEEK S EVENTS IN LEBAN- 
ON NOW MAKE EA DECLARATION ON ARMS UNPROPITIOU S . URWICK 
REPLIED THIS PUT UK IN A SOMEWHAT AWKWARD POSITION SINCE 
WHEELER AS UK REP ABOUT TO PROPOSE A STATEMENT IN ACCORD- 
ANCE WITH WHAT UK HAD UNDERSTOOD WAS US POLICY AS WELL. 
HOWEVER, HE UNDERTOOK TO ATTEMPT TO REACH WHEELER IN 
LUXEMBOURG BY PHONE TO INFORM HIM OF US POSITION, AND 
NOTED THAT IN ANY CASE SOME OTHER EC MEMBERS ARE COOL TO 
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THE DAY UR WICK INFORMED US HE HAD REACHED WHEELER WHO RE- 
PORTED OTHER EC MEMBERS STILL COOL IN ANY CASE. WE PLAN 
DEBRIEF WHEELER JANUARY 29. 

2. COMMENT: AS WE HAVE REPORTED BEFORE, SINCE UK MADE 
DECISION TO REMAIN IN EC, BRITISH FOREIGN POLICY IN CASES 
IN WHICH THEY HAVE NOT DECIDED TO GO IT ALONE WILL IN- 
CREASINGLY BE MESHED WITH COMMON EC POLICY WHERE FEASI- 
BLE. ON MIDDLE EASTERN MATTERS BRITISH TO A LARGE DEGREE 
UNDERTAKE THE HELPFUL ROLE OF "HONEST BROKER" BETWEEN US 
AND OTHER EC MEMBERS. IN THIS CASE, ONCE WE HAD PROPOSED 
CONSIDERATION OF LEBANESE ARMS CONTROL TO SEVERAL EC MEM 
BERS, BRITISH FELT IT NATURAL TO RAISE CONSIDERATIONS OF 
IT IN EC FORA, UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, WE RECOMMEND 
THAT TELS ON THIS SUBJECT SHOULD BE REPEATED TO USEC 
BRUSSELS AND TO PRESENT SEAT OF EC PRESIDENCY. LUXEMBOURG. 

SPIERS 

NOTE BY OC/T: DISTRIBUTION COORDINATED WITH MR. HOGANSON, 
S/S-O. 
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